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FROM LEWISBURG TO CALIFORNIA IN 1849
Notes from the Diary of William H. Chamberlin
(continued)
, Edited by Lansing B. Bloom

CHAPTER VIII
Wednesday, June 13.-We are within six miles of the
old Santa Fe gold placer; some of our men visited it; found some emigrants encamped there; they took a small basin
with them, and in one washing procured at least fifty cents
worth of pure gold. 40 Time passes very tediously when
lying in.camp in such a desolate country as this.
Thursday, June 14.-Green, Howard and myself returned to Santa Fe to..:day, for the purpose of purchasing
a few articles we had forgotten, and procuring· additional
information regarding our route. A large company that
had started on the Spanish trail have returned, finding it
impossible to cross the streams, which are very much swollen. They lost a great deal of baggage and provisions in
their unsuccessful attempts; they are preparing to go the
southern route.
-----Friday, June 15.-Lodged during the night at the U.S.
hotel. Had a cot but no bedding. The :fleas which abound
here, annoyed me very much, and I passed a restless night.
Indulged in a glass .of what they call ice cream (it deserved
no such name), and paid 50 cents for it. Left town about
12 o'clock to-day, and reached camp about sundown, a distance of 30 miles. Met some very heavy trading teams, on
their way to town from Chihuahua. 41
Saturday, June 16;-Had a slight shower last night,
which is the first rain that has fallen upon us for months.
The· rainy season is about setting in here, which lasts until
some time in August. Everything here appears to be suffering from drought. Find employment in fitting up our
packs, and arranging to start on the morrow. Our packs
do not average more than 150 pounds to each animal. The
40. On the placers, see note 34 supra. The best description of them comes from
Wizlizenus, quoted by Twitchell, Leading Facts of N. Mex. Histo1'1J, II, 180-2, note 123.
41. Evidently the road east through Tijeras Cation and north through the mountains to Santa Fe was then more in favor than the older road which continued north
from Albuquerque and then reached the higher level by way either of the Rio de
Galisteo or the Rio de Santa Fe.
·

144

FROM LEWISBURG TO CALIFORNIA IN

1849

145

Mexicans frequently pack from 300 to 400. We are anxious
to move.
Sunday, June 17.-Did not start this morning, on account of Walter Winston, who returned to Santa Fe, to
remain there until he recovers from a severe asthma, which
he has been afflicted with since the early part of the journey.
The Louisiana mess came up and encamped with us to-day.
We now number about the same as before. 42
Monday, June 18.-After a long delay, everything being
in readiness we started about 9 o'clock this morning. The
Virginia mess had a great deal -of difficulty, their packs
falling off, turning, etc.; they packed upon "aparahoes,"
and we had Indian pack-saddles, the latter are more simple
and suited our purpose better, not being skilled in the art. 43
We travelled a few miles up the valley, then took a S.W.
course through the mountains, following a trail. Found no
water until we reached the new placers, where we encamped.
These mines are said to yield abundantly, but owing to the
scarcity of water, they cannot be worked to advantage. At
present, the few men that are at work, employ Mexicans to
pack the water up, upon asses, a distance of three miles. I
saw a vial full of the ore, that was worth $177. A few days
ago, a man found two pieces that weighed $19.20. There
are a number of miserable adobe buildings here, and about
150 inhabitants. We saw an old mountaineer here, whom
we endeavored to employ as guide; but he said he would
rather roam through the mountains, with his rifle, and
when hungry kill a deer, lay beside it and eat until satisfied,
and then continue on his lonely way; traveling with mules,
he said, looked too much like work. Procured some eggs,
milk and fresh bread here; very poor grazing. Distance,
20 miles-902.
Tuesday, June 19.-Started about 12 o'clock. The road
is tolerably good ; the country very mountainous. Passed
through San Pedro,44 a small ranchero containing about a
dozen houses, about sixty acres of land under cultivation;
the wheat looks well, about 15 inches high. Encamped near
a ranch, where we found a spring of water, but no grass.
42. For the number and personnel, see the entry of May 4 supra.
43. The aparejo was of Spanish origin and consisted of a wide leather pad,
stuffed with hay or grass, which went across the back of the animal and some distance down the sides. It was secured by a cinch made of grass or leather and drawn
as tight as possible. See Davis, El Gringo, 77. Just what the difference was between
Spanish and Indian types is not clear.
44. This San Pedro must have been a little settlement near San Pedro Mountain, passed before they reached San Antonio. Lieut. J. W. Albert (Oct., 1846)
visited San Pedro and a nearby copper mine, not then being worked. Twitchell,
op. cit., II, 182-3, note 124.
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Saw some pine to-day, and a few oak saplings. This place
is called San Antonio: There is an American living here,
who is very comfortably situated in his adobe house; he
raises grain, vegetables, etc., and makes lumber by horse
power, for which he finds a ready market at Santa ·Fe.
Distance, 15 miles-917.
. ..
Wednesday, June 20.-0ur course S.W., through the.
mountains. We passed through San Antonio, containing
· about 150 inhabitants, and San Pedro, of about the same
size.45 We traveled down the bed of a dry stream for
several miles; and through some canons, the mountains on
either-side towering above the clouds. About 1 o'clock we
emerged upon a large plain, sloping westward to the waters·
of the Rio Grande; here we had a beautiful display of that
strange phenomena of nature, "mirage." We imagined we
distinctly saw the waters of the river, long before we came
in sight of it, which we did not reach until 5 o'clock.46 We
encamped on the flat, near the town of Albuquerque. 47 This
noble river, so celebrated in history of late years, is nearly
a mile wide at this point. 48 Its waters have been higher this
season than ever known before, and although considerably
abated, is still very much swollen, and more than bank full
in many places. A pack-mule·company of 80 men are about
crossing at this place; they ferry their baggage and swim
their mules.49 The current is very swift,··the water··cold; ·
and of a muddy or turbid nature. Alliuquerque contains
. about 300 inhabitants and is the most cleanly, respectable
looking Mexican village we have yet seen. There is a detachment of U. S. soldiers quartered here. Two American
gentlemen, Messrs. West and Beard, from Kentucky, settled
here two years ago. They· purcha31ed ,the governor' s· palace
45. The mention of San Pedro after passing San Antonio must have been a
slip by Chamberlin. Probably he meant Tijeras, where the road ·emerged in the
main cafion and turned west, winding down towards the Rio Grande and A)buquerque.
46. With the seasonal high water of late June, there is. little doubt that they
did actually see the .river; they were fooled simply by thinking it was nearer than
it really :was.
47. This was Old Town, of course. New Albuquerque did not spring up until
the coming of the railroad ·in the 1880's.
·
48. "Nearly a mile Wide" shows how~ the river impressed. the diarist; and an~one
who has seen and heard the Rio Grande when it is '.'rolling along" in flood can
8ppreciate his sensations.
·
·
· 49. So' far as known, there was no bridge at this time S:t any point of the Rio
Grande in New Mexico. Some attempt at· bridging was made in Spanish and Mexican
times, but probably the first permanent bridge was a military bridge at Bernalillo
in Civil War times-a crude but sturdy piece of. work which served for some sixty
years, until replaced by a modern bridge. See L. B. Bloom, Early Bridges in New
Mea:ico (Papers, 'school of American Research, Santa Fe).
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and expect to make a fortune in a few years. 50 Labor is
worth from $3 to $4 per month here, out of which the
man is obliged to board himself. There is no wood in the
neighborhood of the place, and it is worth about $30 per
American cord; we paid $1.50 for enough to cook our
supper and breakfast. The tillable land (what there is of
it) produces well, and large herds of cattle, horses, mules,
sheep and goats, feed upon the grass along the banks of the
river; vegetables grow well here, and fruit comes to the
greatest perfection. Distance, 25 miles-942.
Thursday, June 21.-Woke up this morning with my
face very much swollen, caused by sleeping upon the damp
ground, which had lately been overflowed. This morning a
Dutchman by the name of John Franklin joined our company; he was very anxious to travel with us, being alone,
and we took him along, more out of compassion than any
other consideration. (He was a Polander by birth, and
proved a very good fellow.) Started down the river this
morning, which runs a due southern course. For the most
part of the time we traveled through very heavy sand beds
and hills, which was drifting, and almost suffocated us at
times. This is the nature of the high ground on the east
50. By "the governor's palace" is meant the residenc·e in Old Alburquerque of
ex-Governor Manuel ArmUo. Lieut. W. H. Emory, en route with General Kearny
for California, entered in his Notes of a Military Reconn<>isance, p. 46:
At Albuquerque I was directed to call and see Madame Armijo, and ask
her for the map of New Mexico, belonging to her husband, which she had
in hel." possession. I found her ladyship sitting on an ottoman smoking,
after the fashion of her country-women, within reach of a small silver
vase filled with coal. She said she had searched for the map without success ;
if not in Santa Fe, her husband must have taken it with him to Chihuahua.
The above visit was made late in September of 1846; if the purchase here mentioned was made two years before Chamberlin saw the town, it would appear that
the sale was effected in 1847 and therefore before the end of the Mexican War.
However, other facts make it improbable that the deal could have occurred before
the winter of 1848-49. From 1849 and until his death in 1854, Manuel Armijo made
his residence in Lemitar, some miles north of Socorro.
The West here mentioned is, we are inclined to believe, Elias P. West who was
one of the thirteen men 'vho constituted the Convention of October 10, 1848 in
Santa Fe. W. G. Ritch, in his Blue Book, shows him as attorney general in 1848-52
and U. S. attorney in 1851-53.
By "Beard," Chamberlin probably means Spruce M. Baird, although "Judge"
Baird (as he was generally known) did not arrive in New Mexico until November
1848. If he was from Kentucky, he came by way of Texas-for he arrived with a
commission from the authorities of that state to organize into counties of Texas aH
that part of New Mexico which lay (~ast of ti1e Rio Grande and to which the Republic
of Texas (in 1836) had asserted boundary claims. The military commandant at
Santa Fe bluntly advised him net to attempt to carry out this object. Baird reported
the situation back to the Texas authorities, and then apparently decided to settle
down in New Mexico. Various data indicate that he located in Albuquerque, although W. W. H. Davis was entertained overnight at his ranch down the valley
towards Peralta. See El Gringo (1938 ed.), p. 197.
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side of the river. As far as the eye can reach nothing but
a bleak, barren continuation of sand hills is visible. We
encamped this evening in a: cottonwood grove, near a pool
of water; had pretty good grazing for- our animals. There
is a large Mexican ranch near us, fine vineyard; fruit trees,
etc.; the grove reminds me of an old Pennsylvania apple
orchard-all but the fruit. Captain Jennifer lost his pack
mule this morning, with all his effects, and broke down his.
riding mule in search of it. Assembled this evening for
the purpose of reorganizing our company, and electing a
captain-, Major Green's term of office having expired when
we reached the Rio Grande. After agreeing upon certain
rules and regulations for the government of the company,
James H. Dixon, of Baton Rouge, La., was duly nominated
and elected captain, until we reached the "diggings." Distance, 21 miles-963.
Friday, June 22.-Today we passed through Puerto,51
and several smaller Mexican towns, which are sca:~;;cely
worth a description, having about the same appearance
and characteristics; saw some Indians along the river, who
I suppose. live upon fish; their huts consist of a few poles
set upright, and tied together at the top, over which are
thrown a few loose skins; they are almost naked, and are
wretched looking objects. 52 The channel of the river frequently narrows to 150 yards, where it r,uns very rapid,
boiling, foaming and roaring, as its turbulent waters ·rush
along. The sand hills frequently extend into the river,
obliging us to cross them, and at times we cannot find the
road for the drifting sand. We encamped on a· flat, on the
bank of the Rio Grande, where we had pretty good grazing
for our stock, but were very much annoyed by mosquitoes,
which swa:t;m along the river in myriads, ready to attack
any ':flesh and blood" that may corp.e in their way. Distance,
'
25 nnles-988.
Saturday, June 23.-After passing a sleepless night,
we -were called up at 4 o'clock this morning; brought up our
mules, eat breakfast, packed, and started at 6. Passed
through Sabino, 53 and other Mexican towns. Very unwell
today; suffered very much from cold in my head, and a
51. They w_ere keeping down the east side of the river, and in HPuerto" we
should probably recognize "Peralta," although the distance from Albuquerque is
somewhat overstated.
·
52. We infer that these were Indians of the pueblo of Isleta who were out in
their summer shelters-to protect their corn and melons from '49ers and· other
passers-by.
53.
doubtless means Sabinal, although that town· was on the west side of
the river. Perhaps he· confused it with La Joya.

He

FROM LEWISBURG TO CALIFORNIA IN

1849

149

healed jaw, which produced a severe headache. I had a
chill during the forenoon, and notwithstanding the sun
was almost insufferably hot to the others, I was compelled
to wear my overcoat. In the afternoon I had a smart fever,
and frequently felt as though I would fall from my horse;
I longed to reach an encamping place, which we did not
find until dark. We stopped at noon on the bank of the river,
where the grass appeared very good, but after unpacking
and turning our stock loose to graze, we found that they
would not eat it, being of a salty nature; we were exposed
to the rays of a burning sun, without a particle of shade,
and almost devoured by famished mosquitoes; they also
attacked our stock, which threatened to "stampede;" and
we were soon glad to repack, and continue our toilsome
journey. Encamped near a small Mexican town, 54 where
we were supplied by the inhabitants with eggs at 3 bits a
dozen, and goat's milk at 2 bits a quart. I was pretty near
a "used-up" lad when I reached camp. Distance, 35 miles1023.
Sunday, June 24.-Remained in camp today. I busied
myself in reading Emory's Route from the Rio Grande to
California ;55 the journey is a more perilous one than I had
any idea of, having never read a description of the Gila
river route before. The citizens of the town have got up a
Fandango this evening for our especial benefit, and invited
all hands. After supper we started up. The sefioretas did
not make their "entree" until 9 o'clock. We found many of
the inhabitants sleeping outside their dwellings for comfort,
with small fires beside them to drive away the mosquitos.
All the dwellings, walls, fences, etc., we have yet seen in
New Mexico are composed of adobes. We frequently see
the women upon the flat house tops, in the evening, with a
shawl over their heads (their only headdress), reminding
me of Bible descriptions of the manners and customs of the
inhabitants of the east. Their agricultural implements are
of the rudest kind; the most important article is a large
steel hoe, (brought from the States), with which they build
houses, cultivate crops, etc. It answers the several purposes of shovel, trowel and hoe. Their plow consists of a
54. The party was still on the east side of the Rio Grande, and from the following notes it is evident that this little town was across from Lemitar,-although
the distance from Albuquerque (81 miles) is again overstated.
55. Young Chamberlin had gotten hold of a copy of Senate Executive Document
No. 7~ of the 30th Congress, 1st Session. This was Notes of a Military Recownoissance,
from Fort Leaven,worth, in Missouri, to San Diego, in California, including parts of
the Arkansas, Del Norte, and Gila Rivers, by W. H. Emory. It had been published
in Washington in 1848, only the year before these '49ers had started their journey.
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simple piece of crooked timber, with one handle, to which
they attach a yoke of oxen, and stir up .the earth. Their
wagons-are a more ch1msy, uncouth looking machine than
I could have imagined: The wheels are cut out of a solid
log, and the whole cart is made without an ounce of iron. ·
Monday, June 25.-Reached Tome about 9 o'clock this
morning, and prepared to cross the river. 56 It is about 250
yards wide, and very rapid, at this point. The ferryman
owned a large ''dug out," in which ourselves and baggage
were crossed in safety, for the tri'fling sum of $8; we gave
several Mexicans $3 to swim over with our animals. Everything was landed upon the opposite side, which occupied
the remainder of the day, and we encamped upon the bank;
slept within ten feet of the_ water and had a cool breeze off
the river. ,E;x:changed saddles with. a Mexican today. Dis·
tance, 6 miles-1029.
Tuesday, June 26.-Started early; passed through
Lamatad .[Lemitar], which is situated opposite Tome. After traveling a few miles, encamped within a short distance
of Socoro ;57 but finding the grazing poor, we concluded
to move to town, which we did this evening and encamped
on the river, half a mile from the place, where we found.
good grass. We intend remaining here a day or two, to
purchase and . exchangE:) mules, hire a guide to the Gila
river, and sup'ply ourselves with a few necessary ·articles,
preparatory to setting out upon our yet long arid somewhat
hazardous journey, this being the last place of any consequence we will meet with. Distance, 8 miles-1037.
WedneSday, June 27.-Socoro contains about 200 or
300 inhabitants. There is a company of U. S. · dragoons
stationed here. The •flat on the river here is almost a mile
wide, affording a good stock range. There appears to be
but little land under cultivation about the place. The
Mexicans are very indolent, and would rather starve "a~
little" than work; the amount of food necessary to keep ·
an American alive, would. feast half a dozen "greasers."
Socoro is a poor, destitute place. Some of our company
succeeded in getting a little coarse corn melt [meal] at $6
per cwt. We exchanged seven pick axes, that we had brought
from home for 4 pounds of sugar, the lot; jerked buffalo
58
mules for sale or barter;
meat, 25 cents per pound
. ; no
.
.
.
56. .This is another confusiOn of p]acenames, for the o·nly known "Tome" had'
been passed a few miles south of Peralta.
.
57. It is interesting to find Chamberlln following Emory's Notes (Oct. 5, 1846'
et seq.) in the spel1ing of usocorro."
58. "Je.rked buffalo meat" as a commodity for sale would suggest that oonsiderable amounts were regularly packed in_ from the distant p!ai,;s country to the east. _
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we can procure no guide at this place. A heavy shower
threatened us, but ended in a gust of wind. Mr. Aubrey's
teams came up, and encamped on the opposite side of the
river. 59 The Virginian exchanged some animals with him.
Thursday, June 28.-Did not strike camp until 10
o'clock. When passing through Socoro, the mule that Fernando was riding threw him. "He thought himself killed,"
but after examining, we found that he was not seriously
hurt; settled with him, gave him a present of five dollars,
and left him in charge of a nurse. Continued our course
down the river, passing through Lopez and San Antonio. 60
I met an old Mexican wood dealer, who offered me the best
mule in his "caballada" and an old carbine, made in Lancaster, Pa., for my ri'fle. I needed the mule, but after a
second thought, concluded not to part with my old friend.
We tried to exchange our horses for mules at San Antonio,
but the "greaser" asked two prices for his animals, and we
were rather scarce on funds. We encamped on the river;
had good grass, lots of mosquitoes, and used up a Mexican
sheep-fold for fuel. Cloudy during the day, with a slight
sprinkle of rain, which continued all night. Distance, 24
miles-1061.
Friday, June 29.-Remained in camp today. Engaged
a Spaniard at San Antonio, to guide us as far as the Gila
river, for which we are to pay him $60. We are anxious
to be on the way, but our stock needs recruiting, and we are
obliged to give them time. This evening we were "drawn
out in military order" for the purpose of inspecting firearms, as we are soon to enter the country of the Apache
Indians, and it is thought prudent to be on the lookout. We
number 33 persons, and can fire 113 rounds at one discharge, besides which, we are pretty well armed with
knives, etc. We also passed resolutions, with regard to
the order of traveling, which will do "if observed." Our
stock numbers 85 head, which we purpose driving in three
separate gangs, but as compact as possible; two men are
to ride some distance in advance of the company, as a
"front guard," and four behind, as a "rear guard," the
balance to lead and drive the mules. If any are obliged to
59. The better road for wagons continued down the east side and so reached
the old stretch across the J ornada del Muerto. The lack of any further comment
on Aubry suggests that he was heading for California with freight. Foreman (op. cit.,
265) quotes from a letter dated June 12. 1849 at "Rio Suienna"' ( ?) , about 60 miles
from Santa Fe: " . . . The American merchants at Santa Fe have sent on a large train
of wagons and pack mules to California . . . "
60. "Lopez" is not identified, but San Antonio was the site of an early Piro
pueblo and of a Franciscan mission from the early seventeenth century.
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stop to arrange packs, etc., the rear guard is not to pass
· them, but remain until this is done. A night watch to be
appointed by the captain, whatever number may be required, to be on duty two hours each, also a person from
each mess, to guard the stock, morning and evening, while
gr;:tzing. Our guide came on this morning, but rain prevented our starting today.

IX
'Saturday, June 30.-Rain during the night, very disagreeable; having no tent, or any kind of shelter, it is with
difficulty we man1.1ge to keep our baggage and provisions
dry. Started at 10 o'clock and travelled until 6, down the
· western side of the river. There is nothing but a trail to
follow, and it would be impossible for wagons to get along
here. The bottom land along the river becomes narrower
as we travel down, and in many places the bluffs or table
lands extend to the bank of the river. The country extending back is very broken and ends in a lofty chain of mountains; the appearance is very barren, but a short, dry grass
grows here, which affords good pasture for sheep. The
hills and plains are covered with a gre~t variety of mezquite
and other bushes, plants and flowers peculiar-to the country,
which are apparently all of a stunted growth. As we
proceed down the river, the growth of cotton _wood on its
banks becomes more extensive; by which .we can see the
course of the river when a great distance from it. We
encamped on the bank, where we had plenty of grass, wood
and water. We are obliged to use the water of the Rio
Grande, which would be excellent if filtered; the current
carries a great quantity of sand with it, which makes the
water dirty. Distance, 28 miles-1089.
Sunday, July l.-Several very heavy showers last
night; ourselves, blankets and everything else completely
saturated. It was very cold during the night, which made
it still worse. We suffered "awfully" and this morning.
look like a set of "drowned rats." We are obliged to lay
by to-day for the purpose of drying out. The sun is favoring us by shining out clear and .warm. By 10 o'clock our
baggage was dry and ready for packing, but the majority
of the company preferred lounging in camp to travelling.
We are now out of tile "settlements," our stock of provisions is light, and we can procure no more until we reach
California. With the many examples of suffering and starvation· on similar trips before us, it' appears to me that it
should be of the utmost importance·. to improve every
CHAPTER

FROM LEWISBURG TO CALIFORNIA IN

1849

153

moment that we can, without injury to our stock; but many
persons are so indifferent to the future that they will not
act until forced by "stern necessity." By Lieut. Emory's
description, we suppose we are encamped upon the spot
where Gen. Kearney stopped several days to pack and
send his wagons back to Santa Fe; it is opposite Fra Christobal mountain, and the fiat contains about 200 acres.
Monday, July 2.-Started at 7 o'clock this morning
and made a pretty hard day's march; heat very oppressive.
We kept down the river, but for the most part of the day
[our trail] was over the bluffs and through the arroyos
that extend into it. The ascent and descent was very steep
and rocky, which fatigued some of our stock and the packs
frequently became disarranged ; some of the company came
into camp long after the main body. Game is very scarce;
grass tolerable. Distance, 30 miles-1119.
Tuesday, July 3.-Travelled down the river 12 miles,
and then bid farewell to the muddy waters of the Rio Grande
del Norte, without a regret, although the road before us
will no doubt be more difficult, and toil and suffering may
be in store for us. Where we turned off there is a small
fiat, a high mountain on the opposite side, and the river
canons immediately below. We suppose this is the place
where Gen. Kearney left the Rio Grande. Our course is
now S.W. We ascended a very high bluff and the country
for some distance appeared level, but we soon found out
to the contrary. We crossed some very deep and difficult
arroyos, which was very fatiguing to omselves and animals.
Encamped in one of these tremendous gulches, at a distance
of 12 miles from the Rio Grande. The water is very fine,
warm when we stopped but cooled after sun-down; it is
the best we have used for a long while. There is a variety
of trees in this ravine, among them oak and walnut, both
the trunks and fruits of which would be considered a burlesque upon the same species in Pennsylvania. 61 We caught
a few small fish in the stream, which tasted "natural." The
water sinks a short distance below our camp. The country
along the Rio Grande, at this point, is very broken but does
not present as forbidding an aspect as those vast plains
along the Canadian river. There is here a good deal of
timber in the ravines and the plains are covered with a
variety of shrubbery, cactus, beargrass and gramma, a
species of dry grass which is said to be very nutritious feed
for animals. Distance, 24 miles-1143.
Wednesday, July 4.-No firing of cannon, ringing of
61. The description sounds as if the party was here in Nogal Caiion.
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bells, or other demonstration of joy this morning in this
wild glen, to remind us, as formerly, of the dawn of the
anniversary of our national birthday. Instead of making
preparations to celebrate this ever welcome holiday in a
manner most agreeable to ourselves, we are obliged to pack
up, and be under way at 7 o'clock. Instead of listening ·to
apatriotic oration, or joining in ·a picnic on the green amidst
the fair forms and sweet smiles of the dear girls, the inces-t
sant "huppah mulah" is ringing in our ears as we plod
along over the barren waste, or wend our way up and down
the rocky heights. Instead of a bounteous dinner with our
friends, or indulging in ice cream; mint julips, etc., we are
~onfined to a scanty allowance of the bare necessaries of
life, and wretched water from our heated canteens; and
. instead of being with and amongst our friends and acquaintances, enjoying all we are wont to do on similar occasions, we .are an isolated band of adventurers, far away
from civilization, in the niidst of a savage country, inhabited
by Indians, who are noted for their warlike and thievish
propensities. But all this does not discourage us, although
before starting from home we expected to eat a Fourth of
July dinner in San Francisco. Our course is "westward,"
our watchword "onward," and we are. determined as ever
in prosecuting our journey, in hopes of reaching our destination, at least, "before the close of the year." The general
appearance of the country much as yesterday. We stopped
at noon in a small valley covered with tule, in which there
was a pond of water. 62 Capt. Dixon called us together,. as
he said, to give us a 4th of July speech, instead of which,
he tendered his ·resignation as captain of the company,
saying that he had· been elected for a week, and more than
that time had expired. There was some misunderstanding .
about the matter. However, we elected him over again by
a unanimous vote. When about leaving our nooning place,
we were visited by a smart shower. Som~ of our stock is
already "jaded," and. we are determined to. lighten our
packs by abandoning every article we can dispense with.
This· evening we made a bon fire of books, clothing, etc. We
have tolerable water at this encampment, and· our stock is
feeding upon gramma. Distance, 20_ miles-1163.
Thursday, July 5.-Ascending a long, .narrow valley
/ this morning, with a broken range of mountains on either
side; at the head of this gentle slope we found a spring of
cool, delicious water, and also met a family of Apaches.
They were apparently much frightened on first seeing
62. Perhaps we may identify this stop with the "Lake Valley" of today.
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us, but saluted us in Spanish with the word "buena" (good),
and made many signs of friendship. We returned the salutation, after which they came up to us. They spoke Spanish
pretty well, and Capt. Dixon held a long talk with them,
through our guide and interpreter. They said that any
number of Americans could pass through their country
without molestation, if they (the Americans) did not first
give offense or trespass upon their natural rights. How
much this can be relied upon is unknown, for they are said
to be very deceitful Indians. I have no doubt, however,
that in more than half the difficulties with the Indians,
their enemies are the first aggressors. There was eight in
number-the old chief, his squaw, and children, all mounted
on ponies; they had one gun, and all were armed with
bows and arrows. Their dress was similar to that of the
Indians on the frontiers of the States, except the blankets
and some other articles, which were of Mexican manufacture. They were all bare-headed. The old squaw rode astride
her animal, with a large basket of pannier lashed on each
side, in one of which lay a papoose, as well contented as
though rocked in the finest cradle of the east, encased with
down. Their moccasins were beautiful, made of buff buckskin, and displayed a good bit of skill in the manufacture.
After lea~ing the spring we crossed a high, dividing ridge,
and descending by an indifferent trail through a long, rocky
defile, between the mountains, for a distance of 10 miles.
Our animals suffered severely and Mr. Burrell abandoned
his riding horse, which had become entirely useless. We
met several Mexicans driving a lot of sore-backed, brokendown horses and mules, which we suppose they had picked
up along the trail, having been abandoned by parties of
emigrants in advance of us. They have no doubt been
brought here from the States, and if grazed for a few
months will make first-rate stock. Encamped on the Rio
Mimbres, a small mountain stream of clear, excellent water.
We caught some of the trout which abound in it; they do
not resemble the mountain trout of the States, being a
black, scaly fish, and take the bait very freely. Our encampment is at the foot of the Dome-a mountain so named by
Lieut. Emory, which is very appropriate from its peculiar
shape. 63 There is a fine growth of grass on the flat, at
which our stock is feasting. The Rio Mimbres is skirted
with cottonwood, walnut and other timber. For several
63. This landmark was doubtless what is better known as "Cooke's Peak." Cooke
brought his famous wagon-train this way some weeks later than Emory made his
notes.
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days we have beert giving away,·abandoning and making
bon fires of as many articles as we conclude we can dispense
with, for the purpose of reducing our packs. Our guide
has "cached" a great many goods which we have given him,
and intends packing them home on his return. He will be
better supplied with cooking utensils, tools, clothing, etc.,
than any Spaniard I saw in New Mexico. Rain this evening.
Distance, 22 miles-1185.
Friday, July 6.-0n account of rain we did not start
until 3 o'clock p.m. This morning we were visited by 12
' Apaches, mounted upon fine ponies, armed with lances,
bows, and arrows and knives. Some of our men showe_d
an eagerness to trade with them, which they took advantage
of and we could not effect a single exchange. We gave them·
a number of small presents and they remained about our
camp until we started. One of the men wore an American
officer's "military undress" coat, for which he said he had
given a finemule. He appeared very dignified in his foreign
dress. We took a trail to the left of the Dome; Kearney's
route being on the right. We leave the copper' and gold
mines on the north, about a day's journey distant. 64 Saw
several flocks of quails; they differ from those of the States
in color, are somewhat larger, make a different noise, and
_the male bird has a beautiful "top knot" on the head. Our
course lies over a comparatively level country. Passed
through a deserted Indian village of about 50 wigwams;.
these consist of small rods or poles stuck in the ground at
one end and lashed together with bark at the other, in the
form of a bake oven, and about the same size; this frame
is covered with grass. The grass on the plains is now dead,giving them the appearance of old stubble fields. Encamped
on a tule swamp without wood, obtained a little water, "such
as it was," by digging a hole at the edge- of the swamp and
leaving it stand ·until settled. Distance, 15 miles-1200 .
. CHAPTER X
Saturday, July 7.-Started at daylight, intending to
stop at. the first wood and water we came to, but did not
find any until 10 o'clock, when we encamped on a small
ravine, near a spring of pretty good water. This was a
hard day's march on our animals. Howard's riding horse
gave out this afternoon, and he was obliged to leave him
behind. Shortly after reaching our camping place 'we . en· 64. This reference to the Santa Rita copper mines would indicate that the party
swting to the south perhaps more than was necessary.
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tered a narrow defile down which runs a small rill of clear
water, surrounded on all sides by wild, savage-looking hills
and mountains. We followed down the ravine for some
distance in hopes of finding some grass for our animals.
Maj. Green and Fox were some distance behind the company, bringing up a jaded mule, when suddenly several
mounted Indians emerged from the hills and rushed upon
them with poised lances. We being at too great distance
to render them any aid in time concluded that it was "all
day with them," when the foremost Indian rode up alongside the Major and handed him a small paper, containing
the articles of a "treaty" with the Americans, which was
signed by some unknown persons. By this time other Indians began making their appearance around us, coming
upon us from all quarters, simultaneously, rising out of
the earth, as it were. They were all on horseback and well
armed with guns, lances and bows and arrows. From their
hostile appearance and manoeuvering we concluded that
they meditated an attack upon us. As quickly as possible
we "herded" our pack animals, around which we placed
ourselves as guard, and commenced loading our guns and
making preparations to repel an attack, in case any should
be made. Seeing the cool manner in which we received
their visits they made signs of friendship, and directed us
to a good camping place. We did not put much confidence
in their pretensions and watched them closely. They remained at a respectful distance until we had unpacked and
prepared to cook supper; they then came around us and
showed a disposition to trade. In the meanwhile a number
of squaws had made their appearance, all seated astride
their ponies leading mules and carrying baskets containing
jerked horse meat and mezcal, which they wished to exchange for clothing, etc. This mezcal is prepared out of
the bulb of a large plant of the same name, which is baked
in a kiln and cut up into small slices to dry. It has a sweetish taste and is no doubt very nutritious, being their
principal article of food. The mezcal wine, so common in
Mexico, is a product of the same plant. We exchanged a
number of worn-out stock for fresh, giving one, two and
three for a good mule, and always some clothing, pistols
or something else into the bargain. They had some very
fine mules, but preferred horses, which favored us in
exchanging. They were very eager to get strips or patches
of red flannel, but preferred a white shirt to a red one.
We procured a fine mule (American) of them, which had
been left by Gen. Kearney three years ago. They were
dressed in a variety of styles; some of the men wore a

158

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

headdress trimmed with gray feathers, but the majority, .
and all the squaws, were bare-headed. What few articles
of clothing they had were principally Mexican goods. Some
of them wore buckskin shirts, others a simple breech cloth
"girt about their loins," while the_ children were entirely
naked. They all wore moccasins, some of which extended
almost to the knees. Some of their horses are "shod" with
rawhide, to protect the hoof from the sharp stones. O:ne
of the squaws had a child lashed fast in a very roughly
constructed wicker basket; which she swung -upon her back
by ,means of a band across her forehead. Out of curiosity
some Of us took particular notice of the papoose, caressing
it, etc., which instead of flattering the mother, amused her
very much. · I suppose that their . "lords" never deign to
notice the papoose, thinking it out of place, unmanly, and
beneath their dignity. Like all other Indian tribes, the
females are the drudges. There was a boy amongst their
number, about fifteen years old, that _particularly attracted
our attention. The color of his hair, complexion, features,
etc., plainly bespoke that he was the child of-white parents.
By what means he came amongst these roving savages, is
more than we can learn, ·but he was no doubt stolen by
them when very young, for he cannot speak English and is
not a Mexican. - He appears more intelligent than the rest,
. who paid him a great deal of deference, consulting him in
all their trades. He appeared very intim~te with a good
looking squaw of about the same age, who seemed to share
his superiority. Her features were regular, with a fine,
intelligent expression of countenance, only wanting a be-:
coming dress to give her a civilized appearance. The rest
of the squaws were of low stature, coarse featured and uncomely. The old chief visited our camp in the evening and
after holding a talk respecting our road through his country, etc., ordered his people to leave, and in a few moments
not an Indian was to be seen. The squaws carried off the
newly acquired goods, animals, etc.; the men mounted the
horses and rode at full speed. It surprised us to see tlie
spirit and animation which· our jaded animals assumed.
in the hands of their new masters. They rode without a
bridle, .and are the most expert horsemen we have yet seen,
excelling the New Mexicans. While exchanging for a mule
which had a squaw in charge, she saw me display to another a lot of red beads; after the bargain for the mule was
closed, she gave me to_ understand that· she wanted the
beads · she had seen as a reward for her interest in the
trade, and would have all the beads or keep the mule. , Of
course I ~as ·obliged to yield, for procuring fresh animals
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was of utmost importance to us. They are very avaricious
and have little regard for their word of honor when selfinterest is at stake. They care nothing about money and
prefer a new brass button to a half eagle. They had a little
money among them, but did not know the value of it. We
had one display of "etiquette" worthy of imitation by a more
civilized race of people. While the old chief was holding
his talk with our captain, the Mexican guide ventured to
say something on the subject, when the chief ordered him
to "hold his tongue," saying that it was enough for one
man to speak at once. Aware of their reported treachery,
and not putting much confidence in their protestations of
friendship, we doubled our night guard, but were not
molested. In the morning we found a few small articles
had been stolen while trading with them; but upon the
whole, our falling in with this band of savages was the
most fortunate circumstance that happened to us on the
whole route. Distance, 24 miles; 1224 miles out from Fort
Smith.
Sunday, July 8.-Started at eight o'clock and moved
off in fine spirits, well satisfied with the results of yesterday's "fair." I suppose more than 200 Indians had visited
our camp during the afternoon. Our course west, over a
very rough, broken country; then ascended and crossed a
high mountain, which is the dividing ridge that separates
the waters which empty into the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
We then descended a long ravine and encamped about 1
o'clock on a small, pure stream,· and had pretty good grass
for our animals. The surrounding hills are covered with
trees of a stunted growth, shrubbery and gramma. The
· main stalk of the beargrass grows to a great heighth. This
the Indians use for lance handles, which are from 10 to 15
feet long, and very firm when dry. Mr. Hart, an old California gold miner, thinks that the earth indicates an abundance of gold in this region. We found specimens of copper
and iron ore. Distance, 15 miles-1239.
Monday, July 9.-0ur guide led us in a winding course
through ravines and across difficult hills, until we found
ourselves traveling down the bed of an arroyo, which gradually widened and deepened, until we suddenly emerged
and bivonaced upon the bank of the Rio Gila (Hela). In
the bed of the arroyo we saw a great variety of cactus or
prickly pear, loaded with ripe fruit; also several varieties
of trees, walnut, elder, oak, etc. There is little doubt but
the country we pass over to-day will at no distant period
prove an immense gold placere. The hills are composed of
a sand rock and red clay, intermixed with sand and small
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fliJ:it stones; in the ravines we saw the slate rock cropping
out, made bare by the action of the water, and large quantities of quartz, which· is said always to accompany a
deposit of gold. We did not "prospect" any, for the want
of water, and very likely we should not have known ·how
to examine for the precious metal. Indeed, we think but
little about gold or gold digging, it being a subject rarely
introduced for "camp gossip.'~ Traveling has become as
natural as doing "day labor;" it is indeed very laborious;
and when we reach camp we are very much fatigued and
· think of nothing else than rest. Our stock of provisions is·
disappearing rapidly, and unless we are fortunate enough
to obtain a supply of the Pjona [Pima] Indians, we shall
certainly suffer, and we are beginning to think this.a much
more important consideration than the gold of California.
The banks of the Gila, like all other rivers we have seen
since leaving the Ohio, are fringed with cottonwood. At
this point it is about 12 yards wide and 18 inches deep, and
runs upon the first rock and gravel bed we have seen since
leaving Pennsylvania. It is a swift flowing stream of clear,
pure water, and abounds in trout, some of which are of a
very large size. As soon as we encamp a number of our
men prepared themselves with rod and -line and went to
"try their luck" amongst these strangers of the finny tribe.
They soon returned· and reported favorably, having caught
enough to supply "all hands" for both supper: and breakfast. Hill Dixon caught one ·that measured four ·inches
between the eyes and weighed about 30 pounds. The country
is very mountainous on both sides of the river, and but
little flat land along its banks, which at this point is covered
with a luxuriant growth of weeds, indicating a good soil.
This is the encamping ground _of the Mexicans who come
out to trade with the Apaches. We can find no grass and
we fear our animals will suffer while traveling down the
river. Here our guide, Joseph Jarvis, leaves us to return
home, having fulfilled hi.s contract faithfully, and we are_
left to "go it blind" the rest of the way. Distance, 23 miles1260 (sic).
· Tuesday, July 10.~After giving Jarvis a letter of
recommendation signed by each member of the company,
and furnishing him with enough crackers and bacon to last
him to the Rio Grande, he started home and we continued
our. journey. Crossed the river and continued down the
bank, through underbrush and weeds, for several miles,
then re-crossed and ascended a high, difficult bluff and kept
upon the high
lands, crossed several deep . arroyos and
again
.
'
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encamped on the river bottom, opposite Steeple Rock. 65
The highlands or plains are entirely destitute of timber,
but are covered with a sparse growth of gramma. If this
first day's march on the Gila be a "sample" of "what is to
come," we will "see sights" before we reach the "other
end." Distance, 30 miles-1290.
Wednesday, July 11.-The trail laid along the north
side of the river and was a comparatively good road. This
flat is from one to two miles wide and probably 20 miles
long. Passed through some patches of good grass, but the
greatest portion of the valley is a barren waste. Judging
from the great number of ruins we discovered, this place
was, at some remote period, densely populated. We saw
the stone foundations of walls, that once enclosed large
towns. Some of the houses, which were no doubt built of
adobes, had stone foundations. Save these marks, and the
immense quantities of broken pottery strewed around, there
is no trace or vestage of the country ever having been
inhabited. The buildings are all level with the earth. 66 I
believe there is no satisfactory accounts of these once
extensive settlements on historical record. Probably thes~
were colonies established in the early days of Mexico, and
when in successful operation, were overpowered and driven
off, or totally destroyed by savage Indians, and their improvements demolished and laid waste. It may be that gold
mining was extensively carried on in this region of country,
and the ore packed to the City of Mexico, to decorate the
halls of the Montezumas, their churches, etc. It certainly
would be interesting to know what ever induced people to
settle in this isolated portion of the world-in a place where
the earth would not produce enough to supply a small
population. At present there are only a few deserted Indian
wigwams along the river bank. About 3 o'clock we turned
in to water, and found 40 men of the Knickerbocker company encamped. 67 They had attempted to explore a more
southern route, but after suffering severely for want of
water, losing one man and a number of stock, they concluded to shape their course due north for Gila, which they
reached a few miles below our last night's camp. Good
grass. Distance, 28 miles-1318.
Thursday, July 12.-0ur course is down the valley of
65. "Steeple Rock" had been so named when the Army of the West passed this
way. It was recognized by Chamberlin from the description which he had in
Emory's Notes, p. 63.
66. Chamberlin seems to have anticipated seeing such evidences of prehistoric
life from his reading of Emory's Notes, pp. 64-65.
67. See pages 36. 39 ~rnpra.
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the river, occasionally ·leaving it for a short time to cross
the bluffs that extend into the bank. We crossed the river
three times to-day and encamped on the south side. Passed
·a company of 25 New Yorkers and Virginians encamped
on the bank of the stream. Passed a great number of ruins
described yesterday. The extensive ranges of mountains
on both sides of the river present a· variety of shapes and
picturesque · appearance. We are encamped at the point
where we leave the river to cross the rough and trying partof the road called the "Devil's Turnpike." 68 Here the moun~
tains close in upon the river, which has cut a channel
through solid rock, in places more than 100 feet· high.
Through these canons its restless waters rush, making it
impossible to continue our course down the river. We drove
our stock to the top of the mountain to feed upon gramma,
where those of us not on guard were prevented from sleeping and completely drenched by a very violent thunder·
storm, which lasted several hours. ·Distance, 20 miles1338.

XI
Friday, July 13.-We started at 9 o'clock this morning,
and immediately ascended a high mountain. Our course was
over mountains and through ravines, down the rocky beds
of which we frequently traveled for miles. Our mules
.scrambled along the sides of mountains .and precipices
where I thought it would be impossible for man or beast
to venture; but they are a sure-footed animal and we did
not meet with a single accident during the day. The tra,il
for the whole distance is covered with ·a sharp, angularshaped black rock and small sharp stones, which severely .
lacerated the hoofs of our animals, and they could have
been tracked for miles by the blood upon the stones; but
we all arrived safely in camp without losing a single mule.
·Gen. Kearney lost 15 in the same march 3 years ago. In
some of those deep, dark chasms, through which we passed,
it would (with the aid of a little fire and brimstone) require
but a slight stretch of the imagination, to think one's self
on the brink of. the infernal regions. _We descended into a
deep, gloomy ravine, the bed of which was but a few feet
in width,· and the sides towered perpendicularly to the
clouds. Night came on while we were thus imbedded in the
"bowels of the earth," but we finally groped our way to
CHAPTER

68. Under date of Oct. 26, 1846, Emozy wrote: "The men named this pass 'the
Devil's turnpike,' and I see no reason to change it.'' Op. cit., p. 65.
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the river, whither it led us, crossed over and encamped,
having traveled .10 hours without intermission and made
but 16 miles. The "Devil's Turnpike" is a very appropriate
. name for to-day's route; it is not "graded" but well "set"
with sharp rocks. This has indeed been a difficult and trying day's march, on both nian and beast. We walked all
day and were almost worn out on reaching camp. We
stopped on .a sand bar, without· a spear of grass for· our
weary and hungry stock, and their incessant cries during
the night for something to' eat were truly painful. We did
not see a single living animal today; indeed, we have met
but little game since leaving the buffalo region, on the
plains of the Canadian river. Since leaving the Rio Grande
we have seen an occasional antelope, hare, or a flock of
quails. Of the reptile kind we have seen rattle snakes, horned
toads, lizards, tarantulas, and scorpions in abundance. Today we, had some extensive views of this wild region of
country. Nothing could be seen as far as the eye could
reach but mountain· upon mountain, apparently barren,
_which gives this desolate waste a. most forbidding appearance. From the amount of drift and other indications, the
Gila rises to a great height during the wet season. Distance, 16 miles; 1354 miles out from Fort Smith.
Saturday, July 14.-This morning we find ourselves··
encamped on a small sand bar, with impassable. cafiol).s
above and below us, and enclosed on either side by tremendous mountains. We have been following the trail of a
· company a few days in advance of us, which has brought
us into the difficulty. The suffering condition of our animals
compels us to make our way out of this "trap" as soon
as possible. Several of us started in search of a trail leading out, but found none. Our only resort was to ascend•'a
high imd rugged mountain, the summit of which we at last
gained, after incredible toil on the part of our mules and
selves. We continued along the dividing rise in a southern
course, in hopes ·of getting out of this "turnpike" region
in a short time. Our tender-footed beasts hobbled along
as best they could, but all the mules that had been shod at
Santa Fe lost their shoes during yesterday and to-day's
·march. After traveling several miles in this way we intersected a good trail, which led us directly to the river. We
suppose this to be General Kearney's old route, he having
left the river further to the north. After a long but pretty
gradual descent we again reached the waters of the Gila
and traveled down the stream crossing it nine times; when
we emerged upon a flat, which widened out, and is covered
with mezquite and other bushes, but not a spear of grass.
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Here again we found a great number of those ruins, formerly spoken of, large quantit.ies of broken pottery, etc.
It is impossible to judge the shape of the vessels of which
these fragments .form a part; very likely, however, these
buildings were roofed with this materiaL It resembles the
common red crockery now in use in the States, being ornamented and striped in a variety of styles. Not a piece was
to be found .of a larger size than a man's hand. We encamped on a small patch of green grass about a mile from
the river. It is a fortunate circumstance we found this, it
being the first we have met with for several days. The
base of Mount Graham is about 10 miles distant, on the
south side of the river. 69 The waters of the Gila have been
increased by the addition of the Prieto and Don Carlos
rivers ;70 the latter stream is strongly impregnated with
salt. Saw an abundance of blue quail and a great many
turtle doves; the latter bird we have met with in every .
part of the country since leaving the States. Distance, 20
miles-1374.
.
. · · Sunday, July 15.-The Virginians lost a mule yesterday, and Capt. Dixon found a good one running loose. The
bank of the river is so beset with underbrush and drift
that we cannot get a supply of water without extreme difficulty. Remained in camp to-day to rest and graze our.
animals. Some of our men tried to catch some fish, but
met with poor success. I preferred gunning and killed a
few quails, doves, etc., saw a great many long-eared hares,
but they were very wild. I spent several hours in wandering over the site of these ancient settlements, but could find
nothing but the pottery and foundations of buildings, denoting the existence of a once numerous people. The weather
for some days has been excessively warm, and the indifferent
shade of a mezquite bush is the only protection we have
from the scorching rays of the run. We would prefer traveling, if we could do so in justice to our animals.
Monday, July 16.-Trail continues down the valley of
the river, which is from one to three miles wide. Passea
more ruins, which were in a greater state of preservation
than any we had yet seen-broken portions of walls and
posts are yet standing. We also saw some large stones,
hollowed out in the shape of a mortar; these were no doubt
used for grinding grain. The valley of this river was once
inhabited by thousands-perhaps millions of human beings,
6·9. There would be no difficulty' in recognizing Mount Graham from the illustration in Emory's Notes, p. 67.
70. This observation is similar to that made by Emory, op. cit., 66. "Don Carlos"
is a slip for San Carlos.

FROM ~EWISBURG TO CALIFORNIA IN

1849

165

now wholly extinct. They cultivated the soil, which required irrigation, and some of their 'ditches can be seen to
this day. The sand and dust in our trail is very deep, and
so heated by the rays of the sun that an egg could be
roasted in a few minutes. The barrels of our guns became
so hot. that we could scarcely touch them, and our bridle .
reins almost blistered our hands. We passed along between
the base of Mt. Graham and· the river. The top of the
mountain is immersed in clouds and showers are falling
around its summit, while it is perfectly clear in the valley.
The water which falls around the mountain flows down the
ravines, in which there appears to be some verdure, and
at the base there is said to flow a subterranean creek. Encamped on the river bank, had some grass, but the water
of the Gila is very warm and blackish. Distance, 30' miles1404.
Tuesday, July 17.-Meeker and Bornean 71 abandoned
their worn-out riding horses yesterday. Our course is down
the river, the trail pretty solid. In the afternoon we
crossed a rocky point extending into the river and encamped a few miles below, directly opposite or north -of
Mount Turnbull. 72 This afternoon we intersected a large
trail, which we suppose· is that traveled by Sonora traders
to barter with the Indians. 73 Saw the "frames" of a number of cattle and horses lying along the route. Today we
again passed the Knickerbocker company, many of whom.
are on foot, two or three of them packing one· horse, and
that probably on its "last legs." We had a cool breeze today and got a~ong very comfortably. Distance, 30 miles1434.
·
Wednesday, July 18.-Kept down the river with a good
road until 12 o'clock, when the river cafioned and we were
"brought to a stand." We, however, found a small trail leading south, around the western s~de of Mt. Turnbull, and
started on it, but unfortunately, neglected to water our ·
animals and fill our canteens, expecting to strike the river
again in a few miles. In this we were ·disappointed. We
continued traveling south, leaving the river behind us, and
71. At page 40 supra, this name appears as uBorn~n."
72. Emory, op. cit., p. 69, wrote under date of Oct. 30: "Mount Turnbull, terminating in a sharp cone, had be....,en in view down; the vailey of the river for three
days. Today about three o'clock .p.m., we turned its base, forming the northern
terminus of the same ·chain in which is Mount Graham."
73. Again we quote Emory ( p. 76) : "The dry creek by which we crossed to the
San' Pedro river was the. great highway leading from the mountain fastnesses Info
the plains of Santa Cruz, Santa· Anna, and Tucsoon, ·frontier ·towns of Sonora.
Along this valley was distinctly marked the same fresh trail, noted yesterday, of
horses, cattle, and mules."
·
-
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ascending the mountain upon mountain.· Found no water
,and it was too late to return to the river. On_looking back
we could see the Gila flowing off to the S.W., and the Rio
San· Francisco emptying into it directly north of us. The
latter appears to be a considerable stream, running south
through a small valley. We still keep our course up the
mountains in hopes of finding water, but fearful of having
to ca:inp without it. The mules belonging to the Virginia .
and Heddenburg mess began to fail; they halted in a ravine
and declared they would go no farther, but return in the
morning to the river. The Texians, Capt. Dixon's iness 74
and ourselves went on, toiling up the ravine, and finally
came. to what was apparently the end of the mountain we.
were .upon. Two or three persons descended in search of
water, and after the delay of an hour reported an abundance of water in the ravine. Th_is was joyful news to us;
we had had none since morning, although none. of us were
suffering for want of it. We wound around the end of the
mountain and descended several hundred feet into a deep,
dark, rocky defile, in ~he bottom of which ran a small but
pure rill of water. Here we encamped and turned our animals up the side of the mountain to graze upon the scattered
bunches of gramma that grows amongst the rocks. We
- here found several deserted Indian huts, where they had
encamped. to prepare their mezcal, which grows in great
abundance amongst these ·mountains. . They had ·a furnace
of stone built in which to bake it. The mezcal plant
resembles the pine apple somewhat in appearance, but ·is '
of more luxuriant growth, and send up a . long, straight
stalk, from 10 to 20 feet high, bearing on the top a number
of handsome yellow flowers. We sent word of our good
fortune to those we left~ behind, but they failed to· come
up ; think that their animals will require several days rest
before they will be able to proceed. A mutual division of
our small company must take place, which is much to be
regretted, after having traveled so far together. Our provisions are fast disappearing, which obliges us to push
forward :while they have a pretty good supply. We have
little breadstuff left and but 4 or 5 days' rations of bacon
in this desolate region. There are some sycamore trees in
this ravine, resembling the same species in the States
excepting the leaves. Distance, 30 miles;_1464.

74. For the constituent groups of their party to this point, see. p. 40 supra.
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CHAPTER XII
Thursday, July 19.-The first step thi-s morning was
to ascend the high and almost perpendicular mountainside,
out of this ravine, which in all probability the rays of the
sun never reach. We almost despaired of accomplishing the
task, but after a hard struggle the mules reached the summit. One poor animal, with a heavy ·pack, lost its equilibrium, fell down a precipice and rolled over several times, ,
pack and all, but soon recovered his footing, and again
commenced the toilsome ascent. We then continued ascending and descending one rugged steep after another. As
far as the eye could reach nothing presented itself to our
vision but high mountains and corresponding ravines. Our
trail is very indistinct, branching in different directions,
which satisfies us that we are followng an Indian , path,
perhaps never trod by the foot of white men before. Occasionally we could catch a glimpse of the Gila on its course,
far off to the north. We all walked, leading our animals.
It has been a most toilsome day's march on man and beast.
We crossed several small streams of water, in the beds of
arroyos, which run a short distance and then sink in the ·
sand. Thfi'· prickly pear, loaded with fruit, has been very
abmalant for some days. When ripe it is a deep red color,
full of seeds and of a pleasant taste; but beware of the
small, sharp prickles with which the fruit and stalk is.
armed. About 12 o'clock we reached the top of the mountain
and passed between two high and rocky pillars, which'
towered upon our right and left. Here our further progress
appeared at an end. The· path led down into a deep chasm,
from which there did not seem a single point of egress.
Several- of us started in search of a passage in the direction
we· wished to travel, others ascended the pillars to "view
the landscape o'er." · When out of each other~s sight they
commenc·ed "hallooing," and were immediately answered.
by some Indians in the ravine in front of us, who soon
made their appearance. After signs of friendship had
passed between us, we advanced to hold a talk with them.
They were entirely naked, both male and female. We gave
them to understand that we wanted to reach the Gila river,
at the mouth of the n:io San Pedro. They directed us upon
a trail running down the ravine to the S.W.; this we
descended with·little difficulty for a "few miles and encamped
with water and grass. The day has been cloudy and pleasant: Distance, 16 miles-1480.
·
Friday, ·July 20.-Continued down the ravine without
niuch interruption .until we reached the· Gila. Here the

168

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

river comes foaming and tumbling ·out of one canori and
immediately enters another. We crossed and commenced
climbing the mountain on the north side. This is the point
where Gen. Kearney reached the river, after four days of
toilsome travel over the mountains, on the north side of
the river, to avoid the canons above. During the same
time, they lost a great number of animals. We have accomplished the same object on the south side in two days, and
by traveling less than half the distance. He had the celebrated Kit Carson for guide; we had none. The inexperienced will sometimes fall into good luck. Again passed
the Knickerbocker company, many of whom are destitute
of provisions, and were "nooning it" upon the fruit of the
prickly pear-a flimsy substitute for food. To-day we met
with the first of a new and singular kind of cactus. It
is a· tree without limb or leaf, but with branches similar
to the main stalk, putting out about half.:.way up the trunk; ·
it is evergreen, fluted and armed with prickles, or barbs.
There are great numbers of these peculiar yet beautiful
trees growing out on the south side of the mountain. We /
are now in the Pinon Lanos range. 75 They are high, rocky,
barren and very difficult to pass, of ·which we had a specimen this afternoon. We climbed three successive mountains,
and then descended all at once, for a distance of two miles,
over rocks, sharp stones, cactus, etc., and encamped in an
. arroyo near the river, down which ran a small, ·clear stream
of pure, cold water, which was a gratifying treat to us, after
a hard day's march beneath a burning sun. There is no
grass in the neighborhood for our suffering animals. There
is cottonwood, ash and willow growing in the ravine. We
found some small sour grapes, and saw a humming bird,
a wren, and a ground squirrel. Distance, 20 miles; 1500
miles out from .Fort Smith.
Saturday, July 21.-After crossing the point of a most
precipitpus mountain we 11gain reached the Gila, and then
commenced the winding descent of the river, for through
these apparently impassable canons is now our only course.
We crossed the stream 30 times in the course of to-day's
march, sometimes swimming our mules, wetting our packs,
etc. The bed of the river in places is_ very rocky; and in
others composed of quicksand,· which makes it unpleasant
to ford. In places the current was so rapid as to wash the
legs of the animals from under them and carry them bodily
down stream ; but they invariably recovered and reached
75. Emory has quite a little to say about the "Pinon Lano range on the north
side of the Gila," and of the tribe of that riame. Op. cit., 71, 73, 74, 77, 78 passim.
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. the shore in safety. In these tremendous canons nature
displayed her powers in the wildest form. The stupendous
rocks, reared perpendicularly above each other for hundreds
of feet, present a grand but gloomy spectacle to the beh<?lder.
Nothing like vegetation or animal life cheer- the solitude of
the scene, except the lonely cactus trees, which has the
appearance of so many sentinels, stationed by the infernal ~
powers to guard these dark passes. We measured one of
the trees that had been blown down and found it· to be 39
-feet in length and 25 inches in diameter. Some of them
have five or six arrns, generally two or three, sometimes
one and frequently none. These single stalks raising out
of the earth to the height of 40 feet, and two feet in thickness, are an odd looking "vegetable." ·We found a speCies
of nut to-day, resembling the almond in taste, which sickened some of the boys who ate of them. We met five· naked
Apaches, who were about taking dinner when· we ·came
upon them. The "prepared"' dish" lay in the sand, around
which they were seated. It. consisted 'of several yards of
th·e entrails of a dead horse, containing all the filth, roasted
in the ashes. On this dainty· morsel they_ feasted, pulling it
off in pieces with their· claws, and ate with apparently
good relish, until they were as "full as ticks," the "seasoning" running down their faces all the while.. They kindly
offered to share their meal with us, but having yet a small
supply of more palatable food, we thanked them. No doubt
this would have been an "affecting" sight to persons of
weak stomachs, but we have become indifferent to "sights,"
and do not know how soon we may be compelled to imitate
their example. We traveled further than we intended today, in hopes of finding more grass, but were obliged _to
encamp at last without- a blade iil view. This is certainly
hard food for our mules, but we cannot remedy it. We were
visited this . evening by some "poyerty-struck" Apaches,
mostly squaws and children; they wore no clothing but the
breechcloth, which is made of buckskin. We ordered them
to leave at dark. Distance, 16 miles-1516.
Sunday, July 22.-This morning the Indians again
visited us. They had nothing to trade but some jerked
horse meat, which we did not relish if we were out of meat~
They were very curious, handling and examining everything
. within their reach. ·we gave them some trifling presents,
_, with which they were much pleased. Several of the young·.
squaws were passably good looking, having regular features
and expressive countenance, etc. One of them had a paint
stone, resembling red chalk, suspended from her neck, with
which they striped themselves in our presence, using their
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fingers for, brush and spittle to mix with. After descending the river through a number of canons, and crossing 6
times,
emer'ged from the mountains upon a 'barren;
sandy flat, opposite where the Rio San Pedro empties into
the Gila on the south side. We are much rejoiced to find
ourselves again in an open country, after several days of
incessant toil to ourselves and animals. Passed SaddleBack Peak, 76 which is situated on the south s"ide of the river,
.a short distance above the mouth of the San Pedro. This
mountain has been appropriately , named, for the summit
very much resembles the seat of a saddle. Here the Gila,
which has for some time been running almost south, changes
its course to N. of W. We found a few ·bunches of coarse .
grass about 1 o'clock, when we stopped and rested until 5;
then packed up again and traveled until dark; saw numerous flocks of quails and doves. This flat is covered with
mezquite, timber, weeds, and but little grass.· The weather
is very hot, no air stirring. Distance, 12 miles-1528.
·
Monday, July 23 ..,-There being a little grass here, we
concluded to rest for the day, and graze our stock, for from
all accounts we will find but little feed on the balance of
our route. The day was excessively hot, and the small
mezcal trees afford us but poor shelter from the burning
sun. The Virginians came up and passed by us to-day; the
New !York company also passed by us.
·Tuesday, July 24.-0ur camp had been pitched in a
thicket of mezquite and weeds, and making an early start
this morning, we had traveled several miles before we
discovered that one of our pack mules were missing. After .packing, it no doubt wandered into the thicket and was left
behind. Three of us started back, ·but there were several
Indians ahead of us, who no doubt found the prize and
drove it off into the mountains. We engaged Pinon Lanos
Il\dians to go in search of it, offering them a large reward,
and amongst other things a gun with ·powder and ball,
upon which they exclaimed "mui bueno" (very good) and
set off at full speed, promising to bring it into camp this
evening. But neither the Indians or the mule came, and we
have given up all hopes of ever seeing it again. It was
a good mule, belonging to the company, and carried the
m:ost valuable pack. We estimate the loss at about $400.
All the most necessary and valuable clothing belonging to
Armstrong, Howard,- Musser, and myself were upon it,
inclu~ing my gold watch and chain, and other articles of

we

76. Emory ( p. 75) says : '"so named by us from its resemblance to the outline
of a saddle.''
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v~lue. My individual loss is notless than $175.· The pack
also contained some business letters of introduction, and
many small but useful articles which we had packed into
India rubber bags for preservation. Altogether, we .considered it a s~rious loss in our private situation. It is the
first,stroke of ill luck we have yet met with; I hope it is not .
the commencement of a series. We had not traveled far
to-day before the river again caiioned and we were. obliged
. to ford it 21 times during the march. We encamped on the
south side and turned our animals upon· the, hills to feed
on the gramma, which is very thin but better than none.
We crossed Mineral creek this afternoon. It is a small
stream, emptying int() the Gila on .the north side. This
stream is said to abound in gold and other minerals; but
we did not stop to explore. Distance, 22 miles-1550.
'
Wednesday, July 25.-No tidings of the lost mule and
packs, and we have giveri up all hopes of recove_ring either.
No doubt my watch already bedecks the tawny bosom of
some squaw, of no more value to her than a brass button .
. After passing through a number of canons and crossing
the river 10 times, we once more reached wh!lre the river
"spreads out its valley." The dust on the trail is almost
knee deep, which, with the intense heat, makes traveling
difficult and oppressive. To-day we ·met two Pigmo [Pima]
Indians. They said they were out after horses and mules
to exchange with the American emigrants. Encamped on
the river bank. Distance, 25 miles-1575.
· Thursday, July 26.-,-Dust and underbrush annoyed us
very much in our course .down the valley. This afternoon
we entered Gen. Cook's wagon road, which comes up from
the east. This evening a pack mule company hy Capt. Day
came up by that route.· They gave a very favorable account
of the route, which must be preferable to the one we }J.ave
traveled. They had passed through a number of Mexican
villages, and had an abundance of feed for their animals.
Capt. Day has his wife with him. She is a Spanish woman,
· and the first female emigrant we have seen on the route.
She was mounted upon a mule, riding. in. the train covered
with dust, holding an umbrella over her head and a child in
her arms. Distance, 25 miles-1609.

'
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CHAPTER XIII
Friday, July 27.-Early this morning we were visited
by a number of Pigmo (pemo) Indians of botb sexes. We
find we are encamped within a league of their principal
village. 77 We have found a small patch of coarse grass, that
has been repeatedly grazed off by the animals of companies.
· in advance of us, but it is much better than we have met·
with for many days. The condition of our stock, and the ·
prospects of obtaining a supply of provisions, 'requires us
to remain here a day at least. We have been on short allow·. ance for some time. We have had no bacon for two weeK's;
the last of it had melted away, until there were little IEift
but the skins. Our supply of coffee is begin:i:J.ing to· faiL·.
We are obliged to drink it very. weak, without sugar, which
with a scanty allowance of Mexican flour has constituted
our entire fare for sometime. ,The flour was ground by hand
power, and contains all the bran. Could our empty provision
sacks be replenished with a sack of flour, and a few
pounds of bacon, we would feel as happy and contented as
lords, nor envy the epicure enjoying his choicest luxuries.
This is a pretty fix to be in, wanting the bare necessaries
of life; but we have no reason to complain, Providence has
favored us thus far, and we are once more where we can
obtain something to sustain life. Could mules travel the
Gila river route and carry heavy burdens, we might have
reproached ourselves for leaving Santa Fe with so small a
supply, but that is impossible; we have seen no emigrants
on the route who have fared better than ourselves,· and ,
many far worse. We were not long in commencing to ba:rter
with the Pigmos; who showed a very friendly disposition.
They brought us small quantities of wheat flour, very coarse,
some green corn, and watermelons, for. which. we gave them
shirts and other articles in exchange. We could not procure
meat of them, it being the article we most needed. B_eing
an agricultural people, they require what few animals they
have for that purpose. We had hoped to exchange sorn:e of
our weary mules for fresh stock, but were' disappointed,
and will have to perform the balance of our journey, with
O).lr broken down animals, as best we can. The Pigmos
resemble most other Indian tribes we have met, but are
not so finely formed, athletic, and dignified as the Apaches,
of whom they are in great dread. I was amused upon offer-·
ing them a pair of buckskin leggins, which I had purchased
of the Apaches; they instantly recognized them by the or77. Compare Emory, op. cit., 82 et seq.
"league" is curious. ~

Chamberlin's use ·here of the term
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·naments, and· appeared actually afraid to touch them,
exclaiming; "Apache's, Apache's malo! tnui malo!'.' They
_are disposed to be peaceful. The more savage tribes steal
their stock, which is very unfortun:;:tte for them. They have
some animals left by _Gen. Kearney, Major Graham and
Cook. The dress of these Indians is very simple, and mahy
wear but the simple breech cloth. A shirt is the height· of.
their ambition in the dress line. The climate is so mild
the year round, that much clothing .would be superfluous.
At present tlie heat is very oppressiv:e; .our thermometers
stand at a 126° above zero in the shade. These Indians
appear to be perfectly honest. The old Chief -or Governor
visited us to-day, and took dinner with us. He wished to
know· how his subjects behaved towards us, and said that
if we caught them pilfering or misbehaving, we should
inform him; and that he would punish them accordingly.
Thus do this singular and simple people live in peace and
contentment, enjoying the fruits Of their -1abors, in .this
isolated portion of the world, and if ignorant of many
blessing attending more enlightened nations, are alike
unacquainted with their vices.
··
.
Saturday, July 28.-We had traveled but a short time
before we entered the .village. It is scattered over a large
portion of the _river flat, which is about fifteen miles wide
at this point. The village is situated on the south side of
the river. There are a number of springs or marshes, by
which they irrigate the land. We saw no running streams.
Their wigwams are composed of a kind of wicker work,
thatched with straw or reeds, and the whole covered with
earth. They have each a summer house,. which consists of
four posts set in the ground, cross pieces, and the top covered with straw. These form very comfortable shades, and.
it was a rich luxury to sit under one of them and eat watermelons, boiled wheat, beans, &c. These people speak the
Spanish language pretty well, which I suppose they have
learned from their intercourse with the trade· between
Mexico and California, this being an important point upon
the route. They enter their bake-oven-shaped huts through
the only aperture, at one end; and in them they live, eat,
drink and sleep, "up to their eyes" in sand, the earth being
o{ a sandy nature, and very barren appearance. They grow
cotton, and manufacture it into coarse cloth, their weaving
a:pperratus being very simple. They use the wooden Mex.,.
ican plough, and fence with poles and brush, and their little ·
patches display mote taste than those in New Mexico. We
saw some of the men at work, but the majority of the laborers were women. They do all the drudge work, carrying
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immense burdens upon their heads, grind wheat, corn, &c.
Saw but few fire arms among them; they have all bows
and arrows, but seldom carry any about them. This afternoon we passed through a part of the Marakopa [Maricopa]
tribe. We saw many of them engaged' in playing cards.
These tribes of Indians have been represented as having
all the virtues and none of the vices of the whites. This
was either exaggeration, or they have degenerated greatly
within a few years. We have found them to lie, cheat and
steal. They handle cards with a great deal of dexterity,
know the value of money, and used it in betting at their
games. After a long search for pasture, we saw a deserted
cornfield, in which we encamped. Our animals relished the
fodder ~very much. We found a small run o! water near,
which was very blackish. The river is about two miles to
the north. At this point the road crosses the mountains,
a jornada of about fifty m~les, cutting off a large bend in
the river. Distance, 30 miles-1630.
Sunday, July 29.-Concluded to keep Sunday, for from
all accounts we will not find another. "cornfield" soon. Although we have passed through all the villages, we ·were
visited to-day by a number of Marakopas, bringing corn,
panol [pinole?], melons, &c., for exchange. We failed of
procuring meat from these Indians, of which we are very
much in need, in our present condition. We exchanged
several broken down horses for others very little better,
giving more "to boot" than both were worth. We were well
enough supplied with corn and melons, and ten of us consumed several dozen to-day. The old proverb "either a:
feast or a famine," applies to us. A number of lndians
have laid about our camp all day, watching every opportunity to pilfer. They ate the rinds of the melons which
.
'
we threw away.
Monday, July 30.---Left the cornfield, and kept the trail,
following the course of the river. We feared our mules were
inadequate to the task of crossing the jornada, although it
.is a great "cut off." A large portion of the valley is here
covered with. a saline deposit. The impression of horses'
hoofs are visible in every direction, being filled with salt,
which it is said the Indians collect for use. The heavy
growth of weeds in different places denotes a rich soil.
Mezquite timber is becoming more abundant. This tree
resembles the locusts in the States. It bears a bean, which
is sweet and very good feed for animals. The ·Indians are
fond of them. After a long search, we found a "bare spot"
large enough to encamp upon, on a small island in the river.·
We turned our mules out to browse upon willows and weeds.
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This is pretty hard fare after a fatiguing day's march, but
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we can do no better. The day has been very hot, and the
water of the Gila so wariJl, that we could not drink it; did.
not necessity require it, it being also very brackish. Distance, 25 miles-1655. ·
Tuesday, July 31.-Crossed the river, but swamps interrupting our course on the north side, we were obliged to ·
recross. Excepting the course of the river, which i_s still
marked by a growth of cotton wood, willow, underbrush,
mezquite, and rank weeds, the general appearance of the
country is most sterile and forbidding. The sunburned
summits ·of the mountains are entirely destitute of vegetation. The heat very oppressive, and being' some. distance
from the river, we are almost choked from thirst. In addition to our canteens, each person procured a gourd from
the Pigmo Indians, but with all our vessels we were unable
to carry a d·ay's supply of water. This afternoon we had
every sign of a fine shower, which would lJave been very
refreshing, but it ended in a gust of wind. The sand flew
in all directions, blinding, and ah;nost suffocating us for
a time~ It must almost have equalled the "monsoons" on
the deserts of Africa. Not a drop of rain fell. The country
is in a "parched up" condition, and from every appearance,
no rain has fallen for several months. From "signs," driftwood, &c., we can see that the Gila rises to a great height
during the rainy season. Passed the Salt and San Francisco
rivers,- which. unite_ and flow into the Gila on the north
·side. 78 .The Rio Francisco is a considerable stream. · At
a distance in advance of us the appearance of the country'the ever-changing. scenery, is truly beautiful. The valley
of· the river appears covered with herbage, interspersed
with groves of wood, and surrounded with low chains _of
picturesque mountains. But the eye deceives the s'enses ;
all changes as we travel along, plodding through the sand~
almost knee deep; annoyed by the numerous prickly shrubs,
the thorns of the mezquite tree scratching us. and tearing
our clothes, whenever we come in contact ·with it: Our·
hands "have to suffer" when we gather the beans for.: our
mules. They are very fond of them; being a nretty- good: -.
substitute for grass. They contain a great deal of saccharine
matter, and are no doubt very nutritious:.'.Encamped-in.-a
mezquite thicket and fed upon beans: 'We~are:some. distance
from the river, and-. have great difficult~ in gping to it
78. For a, goo&. description-- of.. this· region and. of the relation· of the streams
named,_ see. Emory's notes written. when Kearny,'~ force· was· c·a~p¢· "on the dividing
ground between the Pimos and Maricopas.'' Op. cit., 85-86.
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from our camp, through the weeds, underbrush, drift, &c.
Thermometer stood at 114° in the shade. After clearing
·away some of the brush and thorns, we managed to "turn
in" upon "l~vel ground." We had scarcely rolled our weary
bodies up in our blanket, when our ears were saluted by
the music of an old acquaintance. The serenade, though
familiar, sounded harsh, and in a moment we were all upon
our feet, determined to silence the "minstrel." We lighted
a fagot and after considerable search succeeded in dislodging and beheading the bird. He was the largest rattle~
snake I ever saw, being four feet in length and numbering
upwards of twenty rattles. We had laid down within a few
feet of him. It is said that they usually go in pairs, but we
were not to be cheated out of our "roosts" by such notions,
and again turned-in and were soon lost in "refreshing
sleep,'.!. "nature's sweet restorer,'' and the goddess of dreams
·was not long in transporting our imaginations to "other
scenes and to other times." To no persons do the "hours
of rest" pass more quickly by than they appear to the wayworn traveler. Too soon are we aroused by .the unwelcome
voice of the captain, calling upon "all hands" to get up,
prepare breakfast, pack, and be off by sunrise. So we go. ·
Distance, 25 miles-1680.
- Wednesday, Aug. 1.---:The river inclines strongly to
the south. We crossed several points of mountains which
were covered with sharp, black rocks; which made the
footing insecure for our animals and the tr~veling difficult.
Found a "litter" upon which the com-pany in advance of
us had carried a man almost from the source of the Gilaa distance of several hundred miles. He had been badly
wounded by the accidental discharge of a gun. Passed a
river to-day which emptied into the Gila on the north sidewe do not know the name of it. Encamped in a mezquite
grove and fed upon beans. We scarcely see a blade of
grass in a day's march. The depth of the sand and intense
heat made this a hard day's march. Shot a few quails for:
supper ..Camp a milefrom water. Distance, 20 miles-1700.·
Thursday, /Aug. 2.-River bears due south. Sand very
deep. Encamped this evening where the Gila takes a western course. Here _we again intersected Gen. Cook's wagon
. route, whiCh crosses the jornada before mentioned. It is
!:>ut forty-eight miles from this point to the· Pigmo village,
while we have traveled one hundred by following the course 1
of the river. The road through the cut"'-off is said to be
very good and can be crossed in ·twelve hours. There are
six men here that started in at six last evening and were
here at twelve to-day, resting, half the night; while we have
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beEm four days making the same· distance toward the end
of our journey. Our company picked up a small stray mule
this evening. We were obliged as usual to gather beans for
our mules. Distance, 25 miles-1725.

XIV
Friday, August 3.-The road pretty good, and we
travel with more ease and speed than in the narrow Indian
path. We are on the south side of the river, whicP. now
runs north of west. Crossed the point of a mountain, which
projects into the river; on the west side there· is a mound,
composed of large black rocks, upon which there are engraved a great many rude characters and Hieroglyphics.'!'9
From all appear~nces other hands than those of the present
inhabitants of this region have' traced them there, and
centuries have elapsed since the work was done. Did not
reach the river until after dark. By the light of the moori
we succeeded in finding a few mezquite trees at' the base of
a mountain, where we encamped. No sooner had we turned
our mules loose, than they commenced "nickering" and
wandering about fro~. tree to tree, which satisfied us that
there were no beans about, no grass, -nor browse, and we
heard them wandering off in search· of food. The weeds
were so high, and dense, . that we could not see them. Something was said about being left on foot' in the morning, to
make the balance of our way as best we could; little attention was paid to it, however, and we all ''turned in." The
inclination to rest and repose after a long and fatiguing
day's journey, ·entirely overcomes the necessity of guarding
against di:fflculty in future. Being obliged .to reach water,
made this a longer march than we should have made in
justice· to ourselves and animals. Although we are yet in
_ the Apache Indian range, and are approaching near the
Yumas, we have given up "keeping guard" around camp.
The labor of packing and unpacking, s~veral times a day,
all the while exposed to a burning sun, walking more than
half the time, over mountains and through deep sand, drink.,
ing the hot brackish water of the Gila, and living upon our
light and limited diet, all combine. to reduce and debilitate
us in mind as well as boqy. We have become entirely indifferent to danger. The object of our· journey seldom
enters our mind, and whe~ the gold of California· is spoken
of, it is only in connection with-"If we were only where
CHAPTER

,----79.. Illustrations of these. are found in Emory's Notes, pp. 89-91.
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people lived, and we could get something to eat and drink,
the de'il niight have all the gold"-"1 would give all my
interest in the diggings for a month's supply of good provisions"-"-"I have made up my mind ~ong ago, that we are
upon a wild goose chase"-"lf the Sierra Nevada mountains were made of gold, they cannot repay us for what we
have endured on this journey," &c., &c. Travelling has
become as natural as the labor of the mechanic; and the
time on Saturday afternoon when he can "knock off work,"
is not met with more pleasure, by the young apprentice,
than we hail the camping place at the end of each day's
journey. I have often read of, but never believed, until I
learned by experience, the changes that- are produced upon
the nature and temper o( men, under these circumstances ..
A person woulq suppose, that men so far from the borders
of civilization, would usually depend upon each other for
mutual aid, comfort and protection, and find pleasure in
doing· so; but, in nine cases out of ten, it is the reverse.'
Companies of emigrants, pledged to stand by each other,
have beendivided and sub-divided by most trifling circumstances, which produced contention among them. Messes
from the same neighborhood at home, have. been separated;
and I have even seen brothers quarrel, divide their "plun. der," and each pursue his own course. Men that were
formerly of the most mild, obliging dispositions,. have become crabbed, fretful, and overbearing. And never have I
been in a more perfect school of profanity; preachers and
members of churches are not exempt from this all prevailing
spirit, but appeared to become the most hardened. The
decided change in life, the trials, hardships, and difficulties
of an overland journey, but I believe nothing ha~ so power:..
ful an effect, as the scanty .allowance of food. Lam happy
to say that our own mess have travelled together, and have
reason to believe that none of the dissentions so common
on the route will enter our little band. Yet we all saw, felt,
and acknowledged, that we were not the persons we "used
to was," in spirit, temper, and body, and have concluded
that it will take considerable good "feeding," and intercourse with civilization, to restore us to our former condition. Distance, 30 miles-1755.
·
- . Saturday, August 4.-When we awoke this morning,
not a horse or mule was to be seen. After scouring the
cou:r:ttry until ten o'clock, we found them, some six or eight
miles ,from camp, still wandering about, having found no
food. Thi~ afternoon we met several hundred Indians, on
their way up the river-men, Squaws, and children. They
appeared to be removing their goods and chattels, for every-
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- thing belonging to an Indian camp, they had upon their
backs. What tribe they belong to, .or are, we could not
learn. They are a mor~ rude and abject looking race, than
any we· have. yet seen. The only clothing of male and
female was the simple breech-cloth, and many were entirely
naked. Their "fig-leaf" was the shreds of the inner bark
of the tree, formed· into a kind of fringe. The Squaws were
carrying very heavy loads upon their backs, or rather on
their foreheads, by means of a strap to which the weight
is suspended, resting on their back. When trudging along,
in the necessary stooped form, they very much resemble
packed Sonorian Burros, (jackasses). The men were only
encumbered with their bows, and a few of them were on
horseback. I gave a squaw a silk handkerchief for a gourd,
but they had nothing. in the way of provi~ions that we could
procure. While on the Rio Grande, I had covered my India
rubber canteen with flannel, which I have since found to
be a valuable improvement .. By wetting the flannel, when
I fill it, and hang it upon my saddle, the water becomes
tolerable cool. Green, Musser, Armstrong and myself, ·had
remained behind to trade with the Indians; Armstrong
. traded horses. When we started on, we could not find the
company, who we supposed had turned off the road to
encamp. After a fruitless search of two or three hours,
we conchided to tie up for the night. We had eaten nothing
since morning, and a scanty breakfast that was. Our animals fared better than. ourselves, having abundance of .
beans. We spread our blankets on the sand, and "turned
in,"-wishing for a portion of humble camp fare. Distance
·
15 miles-1770.
Sunday, August 5.-Rose early, saddled up, and started;
followed the road for several miles, when we concluded to
wait until.some company came up, from whom we could get
something to eat, not knowing whether our train was in
advance or behind us. If behind, we fear they will wait,
thinking that the Indians have detained us.' We set ·about
to kill some birds, but did not succeed very well; hOwever~
we should not have suffered, as long as beans were so ·
abundant. About 10 o'clock our company came up; our first
inquiry was for something to eat, which they fortunately
had handy; and started, eating our breakfast on horseback;
they had left "signs" in the road when they turned off to
encamp, which we had overlooked. The general course of
the Gila .to-day has been south. We stopped twice to rest
and graze our animals, and did not reach camp until 9
·o'clock p.m. Crossed the points of several mountains; suffered from thirst; a laborious day's march; Charles Gath..,
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wait lay down in the road, during the evening, said he was
sick,, and 'YOuld rather die on the spot than attempt to go~arther. I was some distance behind the company when I
came up with him, bei'ng detained, driving along a jaded·
horse. I urged Charley to mount his mule and go along,
but· it was vain to try to persuade him; I found that he
had a burning fever on him, gave him a portion of the
water left in my canteen, and started on to. overtake ·the
company. We were rejoiced when we again reached the
river, and immediately encamped. Not finding any feed, we
were obliged to tie our suffering animals up to "rock fodder," for it is better to have even a poor mule than none
at alt Gathwait came up during the night. John Franklin,
the Polander, also fell pehind the company by some means,
during the day's march. He is on foot and alone, we having
brought his mule along in the train. He has not come up.
Distance, 30 Miles-1800.

(To be continued),

